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favor we shall be successful. He had just called on Mr.
Stanton at the request of our friends, and all was satisfac-
torily arranged with him. Had seen Mr. Fessenden and
was to have another interview, and things were working
well at the Treasury. Now, the Navy Department was
quite as important as either, and he, a Connecticut man,
had been requested to see me. There were things in the
Navy Yard to be corrected, or our friends would not be
satisfied, and the election in New York and the country
might by remissness be endangered. This must be pre-
vented, and he knew I would use all the means at my dis-
posal to prevent it. He then read from a paper what he
wanted should be done. It was a transcript of a document
that had been sent me by Seward as coming from Ray-
mond, for the management of the yard, and he complained
of some proceedings that had given offense. Mr. Halleck,
one of the masters, had gathered two or three hundred
workmen together, and was organizing them with a view to
raise funds and get them on the right track, but Admiral
Paulding had interfered, broken up the meetings, and pro-
hibited them from assembling in the Navy Yard in future.

I told him I approved of Paulding's course; that there
ought to be no gathering of workmen in working hours and
while under government pay for party schemes; and there
must be no such gatherings within the limits of the yard at
any time. That I would not do an act myself that I would
condemn in an opponent. That such gatherings in the
government yard were not right, and what was not right I
could not do.

He was a little staggered by my words or manner, or
both; insisted we could not succeed without doing these
things, that other parties had done them, and we must;
but he had full confidence I would do right and should tell
them so when he returned.

Neither Wakeman nor those who sent him are aware that
the course which he would pursue would and ought to de-
stroy any party. No administration could justify and sus-